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his disciples baptized also.* No doubt he accompanied baptism with
preaching, similar to that of John. The Jordan was thus covered
on all sides with Baptists, whose discourses were more or less sue*
cessfuL The pupil soon equalled the master, and his baptism
was much sought after. There was on this subject some jealousy
among the disciples ;2 the disciples of John came to complain to
him of the growing success of the young Galilean, whose baptism
would, they thought, soon supplant his own. But. the two teachers
remained superior to this meanness. The superiority of John
was, besides, too indisputable for Jesus, still little known, to think
of contesting it. Jesus only wished to increase under John's
protection; and thought himself obliged, in order to gain the mul-
titude, to employ the external means which had given John such
astonishing success. When he recommenced to preach after John's
arrest, the first words put into his mouth are but the repetition of
one of the familiar phrases of the Baptist.^ Many other of John's
expressions may be found repeated verbally in the discourses of
Jesus.4 The two schools appear to have lived long on good
terms with each other;5 and after the death of John, Jesus, as
his trusty friend, was one of the first to be informed of the event.6
John, in fact, was soon cut short in his prophetic career. Like
the ancient Jewish prophets, he was, in the highest degree, a
censurer of the established authorities.7 The extreme vivacity
with which he expressed himself at their expense could not fail
to bring him into trouble. In Judea, John does not appear to
have been disturbed by Pilate; but in Perea, beyond the Jordan,
he came into the territory of Antipas. This tyrant was uneasy
at the political leaven which was so little concealed by John in his
preaching. The great assemblages of men gathered around the
Baptist, by religious and patriotic enthusiasm, gave rise to sus-
picion.8 An entirely personal grievance was also added to these

1  John iii 22-26, iv. 1, 2.   The parenthesis of ver. 2 appears to be an. inter-
polation, or perhaps a tardy scruple of John correcting himself.

2  John iii. 26, iv. 1.       3 Matt. iii. 2, iv. 17.       4 Matt, iii. 7, xii 84, xxiii. 33,
5 Matt. xi. 2-13.           5 Matt xir. 12.             7 Luke iii. 19.

8 Jos.j Anttt xym. v 2.